
PART XI 
 

INVESTIGATIONS IN CASES OF ALLEGED USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
 

A. GENERAL 
 
1. Investigations of alleged use of chemical weapons, or of alleged use of riot control agents 

as a method of warfare, initiated pursuant to Articles IX or X, shall be conducted in 

accordance with this Annex and detailed procedures to be established by the 

Director-General. 
 
2. The following additional provisions address specific procedures required in cases of 

alleged use of chemical weapons. 
B. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES 

 
Request for an investigation 

 
3. The request for an investigation of an alleged use of chemical weapons to be submitted to 

the Director-General, to the extent possible, should include the following information: 
(a) The State Party on whose territory use of chemical weapons is alleged to 

have taken place; 
 
(b) The point of entry or other suggested safe routes of access; 
 
(c) Location and characteristics of the areas where chemical weapons are 

alleged to have been used; 
 
(d) When chemical weapons are alleged to have been used; 
 
(e) Types of chemical weapons believed to have been used; 
 
(f) Extent of alleged use; 
 
(g) Characteristics of the possible toxic chemicals; 
 
(h) Effects on humans, animals and vegetation; 



 
(i) Request for specific assistance, if applicable. 

 
4. The State Party which has requested an investigation may submit at any time any 

additional information it deems necessary.  
Notification 

 
5. The Director-General shall immediately acknowledge receipt to the requesting State Party 

of its request and inform the Executive Council and all States Parties. 
 
6. If applicable, the Director-General shall notify the State Party on whose territory an 

investigation has been requested. The Director-General shall also notify other States Parties 

if access to their territories might be required during the investigation.  
Assignment of inspection team 

 
7. The Director-General shall prepare a list of qualified experts whose particular field of 

expertise could be required in an investigation of alleged use of chemical weapons and 

constantly keep this list updated. This list shall be communicated, in writing, to each State 

Party not later than 30 days after entry into force of this Convention and after each change 

to the list. Any qualified expert included in this list shall be regarded as designated unless a 

State Party, not later than 30 days after its receipt of the list, declares its non-acceptance in 

writing. 
 
8. The Director-General shall select the leader and members of an inspection team from the 

inspectors and inspection assistants already designated for challenge inspections taking 

into account the circumstances and specific nature of a particular request. In addition, 

members of the inspection team may be selected from the list of qualified experts when, in 

the view of the Director-General, expertise not available among inspectors already 

designated is required for the proper conduct of a particular investigation. 
 
9. When briefing the inspection team, the Director-General shall include any additional 

information provided by the requesting State Party, or any other sources, to ensure that the 

inspection can be carried out in the most effective and expedient manner. 
Dispatch of inspection team 

 
10. Immediately upon the receipt of a request for an investigation of alleged use of chemical 



weapons the Director-General shall, through contacts with the relevant States Parties, 

request and confirm arrangements for the safe reception of the team. 
 
11. The Director-General shall dispatch the team at the earliest opportunity, taking into 

account the safety of the team. 
 
12. If the inspection team has not been dispatched within 24 hours from the receipt of the 

request, the Director-General shall inform the Executive Council and the States Parties 

concerned about the reasons for the delay. 
Briefings 

 
13. The inspection team shall have the right to be briefed by representatives of the 

inspected State Party upon arrival and at any time during the inspection. 
 
14. Before the commencement of the inspection the inspection team shall prepare an 

inspection plan to serve, inter alia, as a basis for logistic and safety arrangements. The 

inspection plan shall be updated as need arises. 

C. CONDUCT OF INSPECTIONS 
 

Access 
 
15. The inspection team shall have the right of access to any and all areas which could be 

affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. It shall also have the right of access to 

hospitals, refugee camps and other locations it deems relevant to the effective investigation 

of the alleged use of chemical weapons. For such access, the inspection team shall consult 

with the inspected State Party. 
Sampling 

 
16. The inspection team shall have the right to collect samples of types, and in quantities it 

considers necessary. If the inspection team deems it necessary, and if so requested by it, 

the inspected State Party shall assist in the collection of samples under the supervision of 

inspectors or inspection assistants. The inspected State Party shall also permit and 

cooperate in the collection of appropriate control samples from areas neighbouring the site 

of the alleged use and from other areas as requested by the inspection team. 
 
17. Samples of importance in the investigation of alleged use include toxic chemicals, 



munitions and devices, remnants of munitions and devices, environmental samples (air, soil, 

vegetation, water, snow, etc.) and biomedical samples from human or animal sources (blood, 

urine, excreta, tissue etc.). 
 
18. If duplicate samples cannot be taken and the analysis is performed at off-site 

laboratories, any remaining sample shall, if so requested, be returned to the inspected State 

Party after the completion of the analysis. 
Extension of inspection site 

 
19. If the inspection team during an inspection deems it necessary to extend the 

investigation into a neighbouring State Party, the Director-General shall notify that State 

Party about the need for access to its territory and request and confirm arrangements for the 

safe reception of the team. 
Extension of inspection duration 

 
20. If the inspection team deems that safe access to a specific area relevant to the 

investigation is not possible, the requesting State Party shall be informed immediately. If 

necessary, the period of inspection shall be extended until safe access can be provided and 

the inspection team will have concluded its mission. 
Interviews 

 
21. The inspection team shall have the right to interview and examine persons who may 

have been affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. It shall also have the right to 

interview eyewitnesses of the alleged use of chemical weapons and medical personnel, and 

other persons who have treated or have come into contact with persons who may have been 

affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. The inspection team shall have access to 

medical histories, if available, and be permitted to participate in autopsies, as appropriate, of 

persons who may have been affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. 
D. REPORTS 

 
Procedures 

 
22. The inspection team shall, not later than 24 hours after its arrival on the territory of the 

inspected State Party, send a situation report to the Director-General. It shall further 

throughout the investigation send progress reports as necessary. 
 



23. The inspection team shall, not later than 72 hours after its return to its primary work 

location, submit a preliminary report to the Director-General. The final report shall be 

submitted to the Director-General not later than 30 days after its return to its primary work 

location. The Director-General shall promptly transmit the preliminary and final reports to the 

Executive Council and to all States Parties. 
Contents 

 
24. The situation report shall indicate any urgent need for assistance and any other relevant 

information. The progress reports shall indicate any further need for assistance that might 

be identified during the course of the investigation. 
 
25. The final report shall summarize the factual findings of the inspection, particularly with 

regard to the alleged use cited in the request. In addition, a report of an investigation of an 

alleged use shall include a description of the investigation process, tracing its various stages, 

with special reference to: 
(a) The locations and time of sampling and on-site analyses; and 
 
(b) Supporting evidence, such as the records of interviews, the results of 

medical examinations and scientific analyses, and the documents examined 

by the inspection team. 
 
26. If the inspection team collects through, inter alia, identification of any impurities or other 

substances during laboratory analysis of samples taken, any information in the course of its 

investigation that might serve to identify the origin of any chemical weapons used, that 

information shall be included in the report. 

E. STATES NOT PARTY TO THIS CONVENTION 
 
27. In the case of alleged use of chemical weapons involving a State not Party to this 

Convention or in territory not controlled by a State Party, the Organization shall closely 

cooperate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. If so requested, the 

Organization shall put its resources at the disposal of the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations.  
 


