
PART III 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR VERIFICATION MEASURES PURSUANT 
TO ARTICLES IV, V AND VI, PARAGRAPH 3 

A. INITIAL INSPECTIONS AND FACILITY AGREEMENTS 
 
1. Each declared facility subject to on-site inspection pursuant to Articles IV, V, and VI, 

paragraph 3, shall receive an initial inspection promptly after the facility is declared. The 

purpose of this inspection of the facility shall be to verify information provided and to obtain 

any additional information needed for planning future verification activities at the facility, 

including on-site inspections and continuous monitoring with on-site instruments, and to 

work on the facility agreements. 
 
2. States Parties shall ensure that the verification of declarations and the initiation of the 

systematic verification measures can be accomplished by the Technical Secretariat at all 

facilities within the established time-frames after this Convention enters into force for them. 
 
3. Each State Party shall conclude a facility agreement with the Organization for each facility 

declared and subject to on-site inspection pursuant to Articles IV, V, and VI, paragraph 3. 
 
4. Facility agreements shall be completed not later than 180 days after this Convention 

enters into force for the State Party or after the facility has been declared for the first time, 

except for a chemical weapons destruction facility to which paragraphs 5 to 7 shall apply. 
 
5. In the case of a chemical weapons destruction facility that begins operations more than 

one year after this Convention enters into force for the State Party, the facility agreement 

shall be completed not less than 180 days before the facility begins operation. 
 
6. In the case of a chemical weapons destruction facility that is in operation when this 

Convention enters into force for the State Party, or begins operation not later than one year 

thereafter, the facility agreement shall be completed not later than 210 days after this 

Convention enters into force for the State Party, except that the Executive Council may 

decide that transitional verification arrangements, approved in accordance with Part IV (A), 

paragraph 51, of this Annex and including a transitional facility agreement, provisions for 

verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments, and the 

time-frame for application of the arrangements, are sufficient. 



 
7. In the case of a facility, referred to in paragraph 6, that will cease operations not later than 

two years after this Convention enters into force for the State Party, the Executive Council 

may decide that transitional verification arrangements, approved in accordance with Part IV 

(A), paragraph 51, of this Annex and including a transitional facility agreement, provisions 

for verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments, and the 

time-frame for application of the arrangements, are sufficient. 
 
8. Facility agreements shall be based on models for such agreements and provide for 

detailed arrangements which shall govern inspections at each facility. The model 

agreements shall include provisions to take into account future technological developments 

and shall be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 

21 (i). 
 
9. The Technical Secretariat may retain at each site a sealed container for photographs, 

plans and other information that it may wish to refer to in the course of subsequent 

inspections. 
B. STANDING ARRANGEMENTS 

 
10. Where applicable, the Technical Secretariat shall have the right to have continuous 

monitoring instruments and systems and seals installed and to use them, in conformity with 

the relevant provisions in this Convention and the facility agreements between States 

Parties and the Organization. 
 
11. The inspected State Party shall, in accordance with agreed procedures, have the right to 

inspect any instrument used or installed by the inspection team and to have it tested in the 

presence of representatives of the inspected State Party. The inspection team shall have the 

right to use the instruments that were installed by the inspected State Party for its own 

monitoring of the technological process of the destruction of chemical weapons. To this end, 

the inspection team shall have the right to inspect those instruments that it intends to use for 

purposes of verification of the destruction of chemical weapons and to have them tested in 

its presence. 
 
12. The inspected State Party shall provide the necessary preparation and support for the 

establishment of continuous monitoring instruments and systems. 
 



13. In order to implement paragraphs 11 and 12, appropriate detailed procedures shall be 

considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i). 
 
14. The inspected State Party shall immediately notify the Technical Secretariat if an event 

occurs or may occur at a facility where monitoring instruments are installed, which may have 

an impact on the monitoring system. The inspected State Party shall coordinate subsequent 

actions with the Technical Secretariat with a view to restoring the operation of the monitoring 

system and establishing interim measures, if necessary, as soon as possible. 
 
15. The inspection team shall verify during each inspection that the monitoring system 

functions correctly and that emplaced seals have not been tampered with. In addition, visits 

to service the monitoring system may be required to perform any necessary maintenance or 

replacement of equipment, or to adjust the coverage of the monitoring system as required. 
 
16. If the monitoring system indicates any anomaly, the Technical Secretariat shall 

immediately take action to determine whether this resulted from equipment malfunction or 

activities at the facility. If, after this examination, the problem remains unresolved, the 

Technical Secretariat shall immediately ascertain the actual situation, including through 

immediate on-site inspection of, or visit to, the facility if necessary. The Technical Secretariat 

shall report any such problem immediately after its detection to the inspected State Party 

which shall assist in its resolution. 
C. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES 

 
17. The inspected State Party shall, except as specified in paragraph 18, be notified of 

inspections not less than 24 hours in advance of the planned arrival of the inspection team 

at the point of entry. 
 
18. The inspected State Party shall be notified of initial inspections not less than 72 hours in 

advance of the estimated time of arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry.  
 


